When geographic language variation is examined on a broad level, it is common practice to aggregate large quantities of data to identify dominating structures. This practice, however, may result in a neglection of valuable geolinguistic data. In this talk, new perspectives on non-aggregative methods of dealing with large corpora of dialect maps are presented that aim at preserving the distinct features of individual maps. In order to achieve this, methods derived from spatial statistics, stochastic image analysis and pattern recognition are applied and adapted to the analysis of dialect data.
